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The Services of Holy Week 

The Triduum 
 

The enormous significance of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection has always been  

the central focus of Christian worship. After six weeks of Lent, the Christian Church year has  

reached its climax. This is the celebration for which we have been preparing throughout Lent.  

 

We now see what our Savior came to do. In the upper room, we see the depths of his love as he 

institutes the Lord’s Supper and gives power to his followers to live out his command. On the cross  

at Calvary, we see the fullness of his devotion as he takes upon himself the sins of the world  

and suffers and dies on our behalf. At the empty tomb, we see the completeness of his victory as he 

rises triumphantly on Easter morning and assures us that our salvation is complete. The victory is won. 

 

The three days that mark this climax of the Christian Church year – Maundy Thursday,  

Good Friday, and Easter Sunday – are known as the Triduum, or the Three Holy Days of Christendom. 

The Triduum services are closely connected with one another. Together, they form a unit –  

a single worship service that extends over the “three holy days.” Some churches present this  

worship service in a single continuous service folder. This single service takes us  

through our Savior’s suffering and death to his glorious triumph on Easter dawn.  

 

Because this service is a unit, a few special notes are in order. There is no benediction  

at the end of the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services. The benediction will occur  

at the end of the service on Easter Sunrise morning. In parallel, there is no invocation  

at the beginning of the Good Friday and Easter Sunrise services.  

 

May the risen Christ bless our worship as we celebrate his passion and resurrection.  
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Good Friday 

April 10, 2020 

 

The Battle for Your Soul: The victory is complete. 

 
 

 

Opening Hymn The Lamb 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship Supplement 714 
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DIALOGUE FOR GOOD FRIDAY 

 

M: Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight. 

 

C: I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. 

 

M: He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. 

 

C: A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 

 

M: In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 

 

C: he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth.  

  Isaiah 42:1-4a 

 

M: If the LORD dealt with us in justice as our sins deserved, not one of us could stand. Therefore 

let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: O most holy and righteous God, I am a sinner whose thoughts, words, and actions testify 

to the evil that lurks within. Though I try to drown my old Adam with his evil deeds and 

desires by daily contrition and repentance, yet he continues to overcome me. Hear my cry 

for mercy. Take from me the sin that I have inherited and the sins that I have committed, 

for the sake of your holy, precious blood and your innocent suffering and death. 

 

M: Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written, 

“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. 

 

C: Therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.  

  Isaiah 50:7   
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 God most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the 

cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

Scripture Lesson Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 

Isaiah tells of the suffering servant who won the victory by bearing the sins of the world. 

 

 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 

 Just as there were many who were appalled at him –  

  his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man 

  and his form marred beyond human likeness –  

  so will he sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. 

 For what they were not told, they will see,  

  and what they have not heard, they will understand. 

 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. 

 He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,  

 nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. 

 Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, 

  yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 

 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 

  the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  

 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; 

  and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 

  he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

  and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 

 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.  
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 And who can speak of his descendants? 

 For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 

 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, 

  though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

   and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, 

  he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 

 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

  by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 

 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

  because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. 

 For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 22 

Although defeat seems certain, the victory was won at the cross. 

 
 

 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Why are you so far from saving me? 

 

 I am a worm and not a man, 

scorned by men and despised by the people. 

  

 All who see me mock me; 

they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 

 

 “He trusts in the LORD, let the LORD rescue him. 

Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”   
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 Refrain 

  

 My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; 

you lay me in the dust of death. 

 

 A band of evil men has encircled me, 

they have pierced my hands and my feet. 

 

 They divide my garments among them 

and cast lots for my clothing. 

 

 But you, O LORD, be not far off; 

O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

Refrain 

 

Second Lesson Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

Our perfect high priest – one without sin – won the victory for us. 

 

 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – 

yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears 

to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 

Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became 

the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. 

 

Verse of the Day  

M: Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by 

God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 

 

Please stand  
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Gospel John 19:17-30 

John tells of the crucifixion of Jesus – the completion of the victory over Satan. 

 

 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 

Golgotha). Here they crucified him, and with him two others – one on each side and Jesus in the 

middle. 

 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING 

OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 

city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to 

Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 

 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for 

each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from 

top to bottom. 

 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 

 This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, 

  “They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” 

So this is what the soldiers did. 

 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said 

to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that 

time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 

“I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk 

of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 

finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem My Savior Jesus 

 by Patrick M. Liebergen 

 

 My Savior Jesus who dies for me, my Savior Jesus who sets me free, 

 In pain and sorrow the cross you bear for me; the Son of God is crucified.  
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 My Savior Jesus, I trust in thee, my Savior Jesus, I rest in thee, 

 Oh, Lord, I love thee, thy blood you shed for me; the Son of God is crucified. 

 

 My Savior Jesus, I come to thee, my Savior Jesus, I turn to thee, 

 I ask for mercy, oh, Lord, I pray to thee; the Son of God is crucified. 

 

Hymn of the Day A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 

 Christian Worship 100 
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Sermon Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 

Understand What You See 

 

Offering     

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Good Friday 

M: Father of mercy and love, we humbly come before you on this Good Friday to acclaim you for 

taking pity on our lost condition. 

 

C: Thank you for loving a fallen world so much that you delivered up your Son to the cross 

for us all. 

 

M: Because it pleased you to punish him in our place, we have full pardon for our sins. 

 

C: Grant to each of us a true and abiding faith and the peace that comes from being justified 

in your sight.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Jesus Christ, our only Savior, with your triumphant cry of victory you brought to a close your 

blessed work of redeeming us from our sins. 

 

C: Our mortal tongues can never fully express the praise due to you for this ultimate gift of 

love. 

 

M: What joy, what hope, what comfort is ours in the midst of sin and affliction, knowing that our 

sins are forgiven through your sacrifice. 

 

C: As long as we live, let our hearts never stray from you and your word of promise. 

 

M: Holy Spirit, your gracious life-giving power has raised us from spiritual death to life and 

united us in faith to our crucified and risen Redeemer. 

 

C: Grant that we may daily die to sin so that we are no longer held as slaves to sin. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Preserve us in the true faith until we share in the glory won for us on the cross. 

 

C: Until that day, keep your cross and perfect sacrifice always before us. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Hymn God Was There on Calvary 

Christian Worship 140 

 

 

 

Scripture Lesson The Passion History 

The Passion History readings tell us of Jesus’ suffering  

and death as recorded by the four Gospel writers. 

 

Please stand  
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M: Almighty and everlasting God, you willed that your Son should bear for us the pains of the 

cross, that you might remove from us the power of the adversary. Help us to remember and 

give thanks for our Lord’s Passion that we might obtain remission of our sins and redemption 

from everlasting death; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 

 Christian Worship 127 
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There will be no announcements or postlude.  

Please join us on Easter morning to celebrate our Lord’s victory over death in his resurrection.  

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musician Dr. William Braun, organ 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

“The Lamb” Text and tune © 1987 Birnamwoo Publications. 

 “Psalm 22” Tune Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

“A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” Text and tune public domain. 

“God Was There on Calvary” Text and tune © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” Text and tune public domain.  
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Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

Good Friday, April 10 

Tenebrae worship at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 12 

Sunrise worship at 6:00 a.m. 

Festival worship at 8:30 a.m. with organ music beginning at 8:00 a.m. 

 

 

  



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


